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MEETING NOTES
Learning from our Success
Thursday 16 February 2017
9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

LOTTERIES HOUSE, SOUTH HEDLAND
Due to the nature of the forum, these are not meeting minutes. They are notes to capture what was discussed at the forum. 

What is the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Consultation Forum?
In 2010, the Town of Port Hedland launched a series of quarterly consultation forums designed to effectively address any issues or concerns of the Aboriginal community.  These forums are open to all members of the Aboriginal community so that those with relevant knowledge or interest can attend and ensure that the forum focuses on an issue that is applicable to them.  Also invited are representatives from relevant agencies and organisations who may be able to assist community members and add value to the discussions.  Agencies and groups with Aboriginal staff members are encouraged to appoint these employees to represent them at the Forum where possible, to try and ensure a majority of Aboriginal people at the forums.

One Tree Community Services
Contact Danielle Chamberlain for further information FDC@onetree.org.au 
Child and Parent Centre

Contact Lee Mead for further information Southhedland.cpc@ymcawa.org.au 
Group discussions – Top examples

Examples of successful services and programs from around Australia and the world

See attachment

Elements that make up success
Community awareness and interaction from a grass roots level
Building respectful relationships

Community ownership and empowerment

Barriers to success
Skills, knowledge and training
Leadership

Lack of knowledge

How Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island culture contributes to success
Elders Yarn – non indigenous people invited to listen and observe decision making/communication
Cross cultural framework in schools including community participation 
Self determination 

Videos
What Aboriginal knowledge can teach us about happiness, Sheree Cairney, TEDx, StKilda https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cf-dK8HFP2c 
Swimming the River, Wunan Foundation http://wunan.org.au/wunan-chairman-ian-trust-explains-swimming-the-river 

Town of Port Hedland Mayor Update
See attachment 
Topic for the next forum 
National Reconciliation Week
Next Meeting 
Tuesday 30 May – JD Hardie Centre, Cottier Drive South Hedland  
